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Motto for 2011
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!’  1 John 3: 1
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COTTAGE PRAYERS FOR APRIL 2011











CHURCH SCHEDULE FOR 2011 – 2012





APR 21st 2011	            THURSDAY		Maundy Thursday Service


APR 22nd 2011	FRIDAY		Good Friday Service


APR 24th 2011 	SUNDAY		Easter Sunday 


MAY 8th 2011  	SUNDAY		Jubilee Thanks Giving Service/ Achen’s 						Send off 


MAY 21st 2011	SATURDAY		Ecumenical Children’s Program


JUN 5th 2011		SUNDAY		Men’s Fellowship Sunday


JUL 10th 2011  	SUNDAY		Women’s Sunday


JUL 17th 2011	            SUNDAY		Half Yearly General Body Meeting


JUL 24th 2011	             SUNDAY		Half- Yearly General Body Meeting


AUG13/ 20th 2011	SATURDAY		Church Family Picnic


AUG 26-28th 2011	FRI-SUN		Vacation Bible School


SEP 18th 2011	            SUNDAY		Family Sunday


OCT 1st 2011	            SATURDAY		Jubilee Final Program 


OCT 2nd 2011	             SUNDAY		Choir Sunday


OCT 16th 2011  	SUNDAY		Thanks Giving & Harvest Festival


OCT 28-30th 2011        FRI-SUN		Convention


NOV 6th 2011	            SUNDAY		Sunday School Sunday


NOV 12th 2011	SATURDAY		Siloham and Beth-Za-Da Group Caroling


NOV 19th 2011	SATURDAY		Gilead and Jordan Group Caroling 


NOV 26th 2011	SATURDAY		Ecumenical Carol Service (Tentative)


DEC 10/17th 2011	SATURDAY		Carol Service


DEC 25th 2011 	SUNDAY		Christmas Service


DEC 31st 2011	            SATURDAY		Year End Worship Service (Combined with 						New Year)


JAN 1st 2012		SUNDAY		New Year Worship Service (Combined 						with Year End)


JAN 29th 2012		SUNDAY		Youth Sunday


FEB 5th 2012		SUNDAY		Sunday school Exam


FEB 19th 2012	            SUNDAY		Sunday school Talent Show/Anniversary


FEB 26th 2012 	SUNDAY		Annual General Body Meeting.


MAR 4th 2010  	SUNDAY		Women’s Fellowship Sunday


***Please Note that all the above Dates are tentative and are subject to change.  Any changes to this schedule will be announced in the Church.








CHANGE IN SERVICE TIME





	It had been decided at the General Body Meeting held on May 1st, 2011 to change the worship time from 10:00 am to 11:00 am.  This new time is effective from Sunday May 15th. 2011





WHAT IS PRAYER?


	Prayer is the practice of the presence of God.  It is the place where pride is abandoned, hope is lifted, and supplication is made.  Prayer is the place of admitting our need, of adopting humility, and claiming dependence upon God.  Prayer is the needful practice of the Christian.  Prayer is the exercise of faith and hope.  Prayer is the privilege of touching the heart of the Father through the Son of God, Jesus our Lord.


	The Bible speaks much of prayer.  But, sometimes, too often, we ignore prayer and seek to accomplish in the strength of our own wills those things that we desire to have or happen.  For those of us who are too often guilty of this, we need to bow our knees, confess our sin, receive God's forgiveness, and beg that the will of the Lord be done above our own.  God is sovereign and loving and He knows what is best for us and others, even if it doesn't always seem to make the most sense.


	We so often come to the Lord with legitimate requests for healing, conversions, and needs and yet the answers we hope for often do not come.  We wonder and sometimes doubt.  Yet, we persevere and praise God.  We pray because we know that God hears us and because we desire to see results.  We should pray by faith, trusting God.  We should pray consistently, trusting in God.  We should pray for healing, trusting God.  We should pray for others, trusting God.  We should pray and when our prayers are answered or are not answered remember this:  If we knew what the Lord knew, we wouldn't change a thing.


	Prayer changes the one praying because in prayer, you are in the presence of God as you lay before Him your complete self in confession and dependence.  There is nothing to hide when in quiet supplication we are reaching into the deepest part of ourselves and admitting our needs and failures.  In so doing, our hearts are quieted and pride is stripped and we enjoy the presence of God.


James 4:8 says, "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you."


       I suppose that we can test our prayer life and dependence upon God by the peace or lack of peace in our hearts.  In all things we are to seek the Lord and in His continued presence peace will surely be our gain.


	Prayer is the practice of the presence of God.


Contributed by Meljo Varghese
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Nuclear Disaster Brings Tribulation to Japanese Church





	As radioactive water leaks from a quake-damaged power plant off the coast of Japan, a local congregation attempts to make sense of the disaster.


	Two weeks ago, the Rev. Akira Sato evacuated his flock from the Fukushima First Baptist Church, three miles away from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. For the tight-knit community, abandoning the church building was a blow because American missionaries had started the church long before the nuclear plant was built in the 1960s.


	“Will we ever be able to worship in our church again, or will the town simply be abandoned?” Sato asked in his March 13 diary entry. Since the journey began, Sato kept a day-to-day journal chronicling his church’s day-to-day ordeal, which he likened to the biblical account written in the Book of Exodus.


	“Like the Israelites in the desert, all we can do is follow God as He leads us with pillars of fire and clouds,” Sato philosophically wrote of his flock’s journey.


	The senior pastor’s diary attracts attention online because it offers a rare glimpse into the disaster from a Christian perspective.


	For days, Sato crowded in a makeshift shelter with 50 members of his congregation at a church in Yonezawa, roughly 60 miles away. Most of the congregants had chosen to settle with friends and family living in other parts of the country.


	Nevertheless, those staying in the shelter were thankful for the aid supplies that included food and clothes from anonymous donors.


	“Brothers and sisters are bringing us food and clothing from all over Japan,” Sato wrote. “I feel like Elijah, sustained by God with food carried by a raven.”


	On March 11, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake generated a tsunami that wiped out some coastal communities along Japan’s coast. According to Japan's National Police Agency, nearly 12,000 people have been confirmed dead while over 15,400 are still missing.


	In his diary, Sato recorded miraculous stories of survival amongst members of his church. A male congregant had a heart attack immediately after the earthquake, but somehow had access to surgery that saved his life. A woman from his church was swept up in the tsunami, but managed to swim away to safety.


	Another woman survived by driving away from the waves. Along the way she picked up a stranger, who saved both of their lives by directing her around cracks on the damaged road; many drivers were not as fortunate when their cars got stuck.


	Following the earthquake, the Fukushima Daiichi plant was rocked by three explosions that damaged the primary and back-up systems used to cool nuclear fuel in six reactors and their respective spent fuel pools. The resulting overheating of nuclear fuel released radioactive material into the air, soil and water.


	Radioactive particles, which in larger quantities cause cancer in humans, were reported in spinach and raw milk in nearby prefectures that resulted in a ban on all agriculture products from affected regions.


	Responding to the crisis, the government ordered 62,000 people living within a 20-30 km radius to stay indoors. An additional 78,000 people, including Sato and his congregation, fled from the area closer to the disaster site.


By Saturday, fears over the airborne radiation subsided enough for Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan to make an official visit with plant workers and soldiers at the edge of the 20-kilometer evacuation zone.


	Earlier in the week, on Thursday, a high concentration of radiation was discovered in seawater near the power plant reviving fears. And staff discovered a 20 cm-wide crack in a concrete pit used to store supply cables near the second reactor on Saturday. On Sunday, workers will try plugging the gap with a type of polymer after Saturday’s efforts to fill the crack with concrete failed. The source of the leak has yet to be found.


	Recently, workers discovered the bodies of two employees who have gone missing when the tsunami swept the plant. The men were found at the basement of the facility’s number four reactor turbine building.


	Sickness from radioactive poisoning remains a risk for plant employees attempting to contain the leak. Many Christians in Sato’s church are employees at the plant.


	“Two days ago, a brother who works at the plant but has been with us, was called back to work,” he wrote on March 19. “We prayed together with his family and sent him off. Other church members are working there risking their lives.”


	Nonetheless, Sato wrote that he marveled “at the strength” of the church members’ “faith in the Lord.”


	“From the 160 members I have been in touch with, all I hear are words like, ‘God is great. I want to trust Him as I walk with Him from now on.’ I marvel at the strength of their faith in the Lord,” he wrote. “Yesterday, three of those who are with us prayed to receive Jesus into their hearts.”


	It is uncertain if the Fukushima First Baptist Church will ever return to its original home near the power plant. Even so, Sato continually visits members of his flock scattered all over Japan.





Taken from ‘The Christian Post’.








	BIRTHDAYS IN MAY





4	Jonathan Koshy


4	Sheila Joseph


4 	Joel Mathew Jacob


5	Rajan James


6	Darly Mathew


6	Elijah Johnson


7	Smitha Victor Sam


8	Chris Mathew


8	Andrew Paul


8       Johncy John


10	Swarup Itty


10	Moly Jacob (Kochamma)


13	Mridula Sara Modayil


14	Jewel Daniel


14	Jolly Sanjay


15	Mariamma Mathew


18	Isaac Mathews


20	Viji George


20	Mini Fredrick


21	Jessy Daniel


22	Mini Mathews


23	Shawn Joseph


23	Zac Santhosh Koshy


24	Philip Abraham


25	Sanjay Kumar


25	Daisy Pothen


25	Abhilash Jesudas


27	Preetha Annie Philips


27	Seethal Thambi (Maria)


27	Jenny Cheriyan


28	Sam George


30	Gisha Oommen


30	Ann Abraham


30	Alice James


30	Joshva Koshy


31	Sam Chacko


31	Suresh Thompson


	


WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES IN MAY





8	Ranjan Koshie & Sajany


9	Joy Abraham & Moni


10	Thomas Mathai & Nisha


13	Sony Thomas & Vijaya


23	Jean Varghese & Nancy


23	Shaji Levison & Daisy Pothen


24	P. J. Skariah & Annamma


26	John Mathew & Sheeba


27	Kuruvilla Modayil & Elizabeth


28	Rev. Raju Jacob & Moly


29	Cheriyan Varghese & Jessy


31	Ezzy Cheriyan & Renu
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Ranjan Koshie
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From Secretary’s Desk:





	“United we stand Divided we fall. Also if a house is divided in itself it cannot stand.”





	Our Church house has been going through a very turbulent period during the last year and it is continuing.  Just because of this all our activities have come to a stand still. Of course we will have difference of opinions. Five fingers are not alike.  Please be kind enough to forget and forgive each other for the wrong things others have done. Let us not make this church a place to square off the personal vendettas. Each and everyone should work towards the common good of this church and continue to spread the love of Jesus Christ and get on with the charity works we have been doing. Let us get united in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We have been brought and preserved as CSI Church for the last 25 years by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Let us continue to praise God who has guided and preserved us as a CSI Community in Toronto and be an example and model church to others.  Always remember that:- 





“UNITED WE STAND AND DIVIDED WE FALL.”





Thank you and May God Bless you all.





Secretary


Roy Abraham


May 2nd 2011.

















Dear Parish Members,


I greet you all in the name of Christ. 


 Immigration into North America and Canada is a phenomenon of our times. Ministering to an Immigrant Kerala CSI Church community has its challenges and opportunities. The past three years were really a different experience in my ministerial life. This was an opportunity to serve God and His people in this part of the world.


This will be my last letter through the Pilgrim; I thank God for Editor Mr. Ranjan Koshie who compiles news and stories every month, bringing them to the people. May God bless him abundantly from His bounty.


The people of the CSI Church Toronto are drawn from Kerala and also from outside of Kerala diverse in culture and traditions but they are one in Christ, standing together for the glory of God. I thank each member of this vibrant community for enriching the life of the church in various ways. 


I thank Bishop Thomas Samuel, Archbishop Colin Johnson, Bishop Philip M.Poole and Bishop Thomas K. Oommen for their support, encouragement and guidance in my ministry here. I do hope and pray that the Parish will continue to keep the good relationship with the diocese of Toronto and the diocese of Madhya Kerala. 


I thank God for the executive committee (2008-2011),The Choir, Sunday School, Women’s fellowship, Men’s  fellowship, Youth fellowship,  Prayer group leaders, Sub committees, Malayala Lokam and the Silver Jubilee committee for their outstanding contributions to the work of the church. You have supported me and enriched my ministry here. 


May the power of resurrection continue to sustain you and keep you in the work of the Lord.  Let me quote from 1 Corinthians 15:55-58 “Where, O death is your victory?   Where, O death is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain”


Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we move back to the Diocese of Madhya Kerala after 18 years.  Our new Parish is Christ Church Thiruvananthapuram and our first Sunday is 29th May 2011. 


We will be spending a couple of weeks with our parents at Kottayam. Santhosh will be continuing his studies at Humber College here in Canada, Sneha will continue her PG in Delhi University and Susheel will join a school at Thiruvananthapuram. 


Please bear with us in the love of Christ for all that we could not do. Let me quote Apostle Paul.  “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”. 


 Moly and I are grateful to the Lord for all of you who had supported us through prayers and we cherish your love for us that we have received  from time to time. 


May God bless you all.





Raju Achen





































































































PRAYER REQUESTS





	Please pray for Rev. Shaji Johnson achen and family that they will get their Visas in time and also for God’s travel mercies as they prepare to come to Toronto.





	Please pray that Rev. Raju Jacob achen and family have a safe trip as they return to India.








BIBLE READINGS FOR MAY 2011





May 1st. 1st. Sunday after Easter – My Lord and my God.





1st. Lesson:	Exodus 3: 7-15


Psalm		93


2nd. Lesson:	I Peter 1: 3-9


Gospel:	John 20: 24-29


Read by:	Mr. & Mrs. Sanju Cherian & family


�





May 8th.  -	2nd. Sunday after Easter - Life in 		the Risen Christ - (Mal)





1st. Lesson:	Ezekiel 37: 1-14


Psalm:		23


2nd Lesson:	Romans 6: 1-14


Gospel:	John 21: 1-14


Read by:	Mr. & Mrs. Roby George & family


�





May 15th.  3rd. Sunday after Easter –Jesus - The Light of the World – Walk in the Light








1st. Lesson:	Isaiah 60: 1-7


Psalm:		27


2nd lesson:	Ephesians 5: 8-21


Gospel:	Luke 24: 13-35


Read by:	Mr. & Mrs. Koshy Oommen & 		family


�





May 22nd.  4th Sunday after Easter – Jesus Christ – the Way, the Truth and Life





1st. Lesson:	Proverbs 4: 10-19


Psalm:		33: 1-9, 20-22


2nd. Lesson	1 Peter 1: 3-11


Gospel:	John 14: 1-7


Read by:	Mr. & Mrs. Johpy Philip & family


�


May 29th. . 	5th Sunday after Easter – Renewal to your errands (Matins – Eng)





1st. Lesson	Isaiah 1: 10-17


Psalm:		113


2nd. Lesson	James 1: 19-27


Gospel:	Matthew 25: 31-46


Read by:	Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan Koshie & family	


�
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