
   

The Official Monthly Newsletter of CSI Church, Toronto 

Volume 17 Issue 3 

MARCH 2017 

2017 Motto 

Philippians 4:6 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Achen’s message ....3 

Article ......................4 

Bible Portions ..........5 

Celebrations ............6 

Church News  ..........7 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;  
in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

ജീവന്റെ വഴി നീ എനിക്കു കാണിച്ചുതരും; നിന്റെ സന്നിധിയിൽ സന്താഷപരിപൂർണ്ണതയും 
നിന്റെ വലത്തുഭാഗത്തു എന്നും പ്രന് ാദങ്ങളും ഉണ്ടു.  
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Editorial ….. 

How often do you travel? Have you ever got stuck in the middle of 

your journey for want of fuel? Any kind of movement needs energy. 

Fuel is an indispensable part of the physical, mechanical and spiritual 

lives. For living beings to exist and to perform day to day activities, 

food plays a major role as a fuel that supplies energy. Machines also 

need fuel to work. Likewise, for spiritual life, the Word of God and the 

Holy Spirit become the life force – the fuel. 

Like new born babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is 

good. (1 Peter 2: 2-3) 

Vehicles come to a standstill if they run out of fuel. Similarly, our spir-

itual lives also become alarmingly stationary if they don’t get fuel at 

the right time. Tasting God is a unique experience. But our lives be-

come stagnant if we’re overrun by this sense of satisfaction. The  re-

deemed must crave spiritual milk like newborn babes. The moment 

we quit this desire, stagnation or rottenness steps in. To keep up the 

flow, we need to fill up our lives with spiritual food. 

A fuel-efficient motorbike’s slogan is fill it, then forget it. But we need 

to keep a close watch on the fuel gauge, and keep an eye out for the 

nearby gas stations; lest we fall through and become the stinking re-

fuse. This lent season is a big opportunity for retrospection. The cross 

has always been a triumph since the day Jesus gave Himself up. Fuel 

up from this fountain of life as we journey toward the new Jerusalem. 

 

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 

Watch out! Fuel up…… 
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Achen’s Message 

Blessed be the name of our Heavenly Father who was willing to give His only Son, a ransom for our sins! 

We are in the Lent season once again. The season of lent is a time in the ecclesial season when we are 

invited to meditate the great love of God manifested on the Cross. The great amount of agony, pain, 

loneliness and suffering underwent by our Saviour Jesus Christ is beyond words and imagination. It is 

always better to take a little time every day, especially during Lent, to ponder the love of God for His cre-

ation. We need to experience this in our lives by deepening our faith and trust in the cleansing, forgiving, 

accepting and liberating act of Christ on the Cross through His death and resurrection. Let us move clos-

er to the Lord and walk daily in the light accepting the counsels, comfort and strength from the Word. Let 

us have a sincere confrontation with our fallibilities and sins, and decide to leave them by considering the 

price paid for our sin – too costly – a precious life, innocent and pure. Let us decide to navigate our lives 

according to the Biblical standards and values. May the good Lord aid all of us in our journey with Him 

during the Lent and all days in our lives.  

I thank all members who by their prayerful presence supported the Annual General Body by suggestions 

and thoughts. The major decisions of the AGB were to change the timing of the Sunday Divine Services 

from 11:00 AM to 10:00 AM. The Sunday School worship and classes will also start at 10:00 AM. The 

decision of the AGB will be effective from Sunday, March 05, 2017. Moreover, there won’t be lunch for 

the social hour on a regular basis from March 2017. I thank each family who has generously contributed 

to the Sunday afternoon food program in 2016. Sincere gratitude to the Moothedom family as they strug-

gled in organizing and providing food for the Congregation using the fund effectively. 

The preparations for the 31st Annual CSI Family and Youth Conference is on its way very effectively and 

successfully. Let us continue to commit our ways to the Lord and He is faithful to take us through and 

accomplish it. Thanks to all families who have registered for the Conference. My appreciation and grati-

tude goes to the general convenor, the convenors and members of the sub – committees as they contin-

ue to contribute to the successful and fruitful completion of the conference.   

Mrs. Shirley Elizabeth Abraham lost her dear sister, Mr. Alex Oommen lost his sister–in–law and Mrs. 

Reji Ajoy lost her mother’s sister. Our heartfelt condolences to the families. May the risen Christ grant all 

of them peace which passes all understanding and fill them with hope. 

 Let us be watchful and prayerful this lent season. May the season bring in us growth in our faith, firm 

foundation of the Word and assurance of our salvation.  

 

Yours in His Service, 

Siby Achen. 

Dearly beloved in Christ, 
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Article 

A LETTER TO MY SON! 

Annet Hans Thomas 

“For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of him” 1
 
Samuel 1:27 

On 2nd March at around 3:11pm, I heard a small cry and a voice saying 'it’s a boy'. It was then that I realized 

my life has changed. It's no more 'Me'. Its 'You'! Suddenly I felt there was a purpose for the life, a meaning to 

my life. I never knew life would be this beautiful until it grew inside me. So the statement is clear 'my life is for 

you now!' What can I tell you that no mom has ever told her son? I want you to know that I will love you, care 

for you, protect you, and nurture you. I will let you fall so that you rise. I will let you get hurt so that you under-

stand the pain of hurting others. I will be by your side in every step. I wish you many blessings in life. And when 

you go through hard times, you’ll have the strength and courage to keep going. I want you to treat people with 

kindness, and most importantly be kind to yourself. 

I am not raising just a child; I am raising someone's spouse. And I want my daughter in law (love) to say - you 

are raised by a queen (which will work only when you treat her as a princess).  

I want you to be an example for all to see; standing tall, proud and strong! Life is never going to be fair. You are 

going to fall. People will hurt you. People will take you for granted. But I want you to know one thing. 'Do every-

thing as you are doing it for God. For you know it's never between you and the people anyway!' God is our 

judge!  

I want you to have an adventurous life. I want you to stop by to help others on their way. I want you to be kind 

and considerate to others’ feelings. I want you to listen to your heart and seek God’s help in every step. 

Live life to the fullest! Enjoy every bit of it. Remember, money can buy everything but not happiness, so give 

time to your loved ones, for they will be the only ones responsible to make you smile. Remember how much 

you are loved! I can't thank God enough for a blessing like you. I don't know what I’ve done to be blessed with 

a son like you!  

Always remember ‘Love begins at home and it’s not how much we do, but how much love we put into ac-

tion’ (Mother Teresa) 

Also remember; A dad is someone who doesn’t catch you before you fall, but instead picks you up, brushes 

you up and let you try again. Any man can be a father, but it takes someone really special to be a dad. And I 

want you to be special like your dad! 

 

I want you to have the  

Obedience of Noah 

Faith of Abraham 

Passion of David 

Strength of Samson 

May you be  

Wise like Solomon 

Bold like Stephen 

Fearless like Daniel 

Forgiving like Joseph! 

 

Most importantly, I want you to be -A Man of God! 

“It’s not what we do for children, but what we have taught them to do for themselves that make them successful 

human beings” –Ann Landers. 

Happy Birthday my Son ! 

PS:  I believe all moms can relate to this letter. 
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Bible Portions 

March 01 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Cross: A Call to Repentance  

Old Testament Isaiah 1:16-20 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 51 Read by 

Epistle II Corinthians 7:8-16 Executive Committee 

Gospel Mark 1:12-15   

March 05 

 

6
th
 Sunday before 

Easter 

 

The Cleansing Christ 

Old Testament Zechariah 13:1-9 English Service 

Psalm 130 Read by 

Epistle I John1:5-10 Samuel Anselm Samuel & Family 

Gospel Mark 1:40-45   

March 12 

 

5
th
 Sunday before 

Easter 

The Forgiving Christ 

Old Testament Genesis 4:8-16 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 25 Read by 

Epistle Romans 5:6-11 Zac Santhosh Koshy & Family 

Gospel Mark 2:1-12   

March 19 

 

4
th
 Sunday before 

Easter 

The Accepting Christ 

Old Testament Hosea 2:14-23 English Service 

Psalm 87 Read by 

Epistle Philemon 1-21 Joseph P Mathews & Family  

Gospel Matthew 15:21-28   

March 26 

 

3
rd

 Sunday before 

Easter 

The Liberating Christ 

Old Testament Exodus 3:1-13 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 82 Read by 

Epistle Galatians 5:1-12 Vilayil I Kurian & Family 

Gospel  Luke 13:10-17  
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Celebrations 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Oommen Cherian & Mariamma Cherian 

30 Sam Daniel P & Selva Daniel 

BIRTHDAYS 

02 Thankamma Mathew 18 Vaiga Thampy 

02 Hans Thomas Varghese 18 Neil Joseph Mathews 

02 Jayden Hans Thomas 20 Vilayil I. Kurian 

03 Raimole Joseph 20 Mathew George 

04 Jeena Joseph 22 Elzy George 

05 Joseph Thomas 23 K. P. Alexander 

08 Abigail Cherian 25 Marylin M. Verghis 

11 Sidhant Mathews 25 Emily A. Verghis 

11 Neil Jinoj Titus 27 Bryan Philip Joseph 

12 Joshy Ani Mathew 28 Mona Anna Abraham 

12 Jewel Mariam Toms 30 Susan Alex 

13 Vivek Philip 31 Rakesh Thampi 

17 George Mathew 31 Shruti Balakrishna 
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Church News 

Annual General Body meeting Decisions 

Change in worship service time 

Our Church and Sunday School worship time is moved to 10.00 am from 11.00 am. starting on March 

5, 2017. Members please note this time change. 

 

Following members were elected to the Board of Directors for 2017 

Rev.George Jacob   Vicar/President  

Mr. Abraham P. George  Vice President/Rector’s Warden 

Mr. Christy Abraham   Secretary/People’s Warden 

Mr. Rennie Philips Joseph  Joint Secretary/Trustee 

Mrs. Sheeba L. Ghosh   Treasurer 

Mr. Abhilash Raj    Joint Treasurer/Trustee 

Mr. Daniel Thomas   Choir Director 

Mrs. Susan Joseph   Women's Fellowship Director 

Mr. Samuel Anselm Samuel  Sunday School Director 

Mr. Hans Thomas Varghese  Youth Fellowship Director 

Mr. Santhosh Cherian   Men's Fellowship Director 

Mrs. Susan Kurian   Social & Entertainment  Director 

Mr. Sanju Cherian   Mission Director 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

Mr. Joseph P. Mathews  Auditor 

 

CSI North American Council Members for next 3 years 

Mr.  Joy Chemmanoor 

Mr.  Daniel Thomas 

Mr.  Christy Abraham  

 

Sub Committee Members for social activities 

Mr.  Alex Oommen 

Mr. Joshua Moothedom 

Mr. John Cherian 

Mrs. Preetha Philips 

Mr. Chris George 
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Committee 

President Rev. George Jacob   

Vice-President /  
Rector’s Warden 

Mr.  Abraham P. George 
Women’s Fellowship  
Director 

Mrs. Susan Joseph 

Secretary /  
People’s Warden 

Mr. Christy Abraham 
Men’s Fellowship 
Director 

Dr. Nibu Varguise 

Joint Secretary / 
Trustee 

Mr.  Rennie Philips Joseph 
Sunday School  
Director 

Mr. Philip Z. Mathai 

Treasurer Mrs. Sheeba L. Ghosh  
Youth Fellowship  
Director 

Mr. Sanju Cherian 

Joint Treasurer / 
Trustee 

Mr. Abhilash Raj Mission Director Mr. Joseph Thomas  

Choir Director Mr.  Daniel Thomas 
Social & Entertainment 
Director 

Mr. Joshua Shaji Moothedom 

The Executive Committee Members of the CSI Church, Toronto 

Ash Wednesday 

We will have a special Holy Communion service on March 1st Ash Wednesday, at 7.30 PM. All are 

invited for the special service. 

Lenten Prayer 

We will be having our weekly  Lenten Prayer Service on the following Wednesdays — March 8th, 15th, 

22nd, 29th and April  5th at 7.30 pm. All are invited for the prayer service . 

31
st 

CSI Family and Youth Conference 2017 

31st CSI Family and Youth Conference 2017 dates are fast approaching. Those who haven't regis-

tered for the Conference, please do so immediately. All our members’ attendance and participation 

will be greatly appreciated. 

Memorial Service 

We will be holding a Memorial Service at the Church on March 18 at 11.30 am,  celebrating the life of 

late Betty Kurien, sister of Mrs. Elizabeth Shirley Abraham. The family is inviting all our members for 

the service. 

Women’s Sunday 

We will be observing Women's Sunday on April 2, 2017. Women's fellowship members will be leading 

the worship service. All are invited.  


