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Editorial ….. 

The Eternal Realm of Heaven is pleased to announce the ‘Excellence 
Award Ceremony’. What a privilege to be a competitor for the unique 
award! How persistent are we in our earthly jobs/ work? Do we do our 
work with passion? What is our ultimate goal? Is it just to exist in that 
job or receive some incentives? Our world showcases a wide variety 
of personalities. Not everyone is dedicated. How are we in our roles 
as Christians? We are called to work with diligence. It is a high calling 
that demands dedication and self-control.  

Paul exhorts us to have the same dedication as that of a soldier. 
Once recruited and set apart, a soldier is under strict scrutiny, and is 
expected to give himself up for the supreme commander.  The sol-
diers become unproductive and unworthy of the call if they get entan-
gled with the mundane reality. They won’t be able to function well and 
please the commander. No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in 
civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer. Simi-
larly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the vic-
tor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. (2 Timothy 2: 
4-6) So the new cloak that we’ve worn, should help us to raise above 
all distractions, and keep us focussed. We need to get ourselves fit-
ted with a pair of blinders, just as done to race horses, so that we 
won’t be distracted by peripheral or rear visions. Paul also gives a 
deafening blow on the popular belief that “the ways to achieve some 
goal don’t matter, but the result matters.” The belief that you can trod 
any path to achieve the goal is the pretence of an imposter so as to 
get the goal by hook or by crook. But Paul exhorts that athletes who 
take part in a competition can win the competition, only if they follow 
the rules. So is the Christian life. It has to be strictly according to the 
rules.  

We’re entrusted with the responsibility of passionately working for the 
Lord. No amount of nepotism would help achieve accolades. Being 
under grace doesn’t hold good when it comes to performance. The 
parameters for assessing the quality and extent of performance are 
usually stringent. The indicators become visible only at the time of 
acclamation. As loyal and active soldiers, shall we fight the good fight, 
and receive from the righteous judge what eye has not seen and ear 
has not heard?  

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 

A Lifetime Award Ceremony Invite ……. 
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Achen’s Message 

Greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord! 

We are in a blessed post-Resurrection season in which we ponder the appearances and work of the Ris-
en Lord. The Church is dependent on the experience of the Resurrection and the hope of Christ returning 
in Glory to judge the people. 

May is significant because of important observations like the Ascension, the Pentecost and the Trinity 
Sunday. Through Ascension, Jesus transcended all limitations of this earthly life into the glory of His Fa-
ther to be seated with Him, advocating for the flock of believers. It reminds us that we too as believers 
have an eternal life with our Master Creator. The Pentecost inaugurated the starting of the new age 
church in which all exclusivist attitudes were expelled and unity by the Holy Spirit was welcomed. Though 
Jesus went to His Father, He did strengthen the Church by sending the Holy Spirit (the Advocate or Help-
er – John 14:15-17) as promised. The Trinity is another important theme for our contemplation. The unity 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is a realistic mystery which we have to believe. May the Al-
mighty strengthen us to mould our hearts to understand, and follow the important doctrines of the Church, 
by faith.  

This May, our Congregation will complete the 29th year of her faith journey as the CSI Congregation in 
this city. We are grateful to all who have led us in our faith formation in the past: Vicars, Vice Presidents, 
Secretaries and Joint Secretaries, Treasurers and Joint Treasurers, Trustees, Directors of Organizations, 
Prayer Group Leaders, and Lay Leaders. The contributions of the members in the forms of participation 
and kind offerings were valuable in getting our journey going on. With a renewed strength, we shall be 
grateful and humble in trusting the divine providence of our loving and caring Father.   

In May, we remember all mothers on Mother’s Day (May 10). It is said that “God cannot be everywhere 
and that is why He made mothers”. Motherhood is a great privilege and a serious responsibility. Let that 
message echo in our mothers so that generations may be blessed by God through the right orientations 
given by our mothers.  

I congratulate Ms. Priya Elizabeth Abraham on receiving an award from the Peel District School Board for 
her valuable contributions towards the field of education. May God bless her abundantly.   

 “Family Night” organized in our congregation at 7:00 pm on April 10, Friday, went on well, and I want to 
thank each and every one who have participated in this programme. Thanks to all who have taken efforts 
to coordinate the programme  in various capacities.   

The classes for the Confirmation candidates are progressing. I request all of you to keep all the 10 candi-
dates in your valuable prayers, so that they would be blessed and thus our congregation.  

May the good Lord grant us strength, mind and wisdom to comprehend the significance of the Ascension, 
the experience of the Pentecost and the divine mystery of God being Triune.  

Blessings, 

Siby Achen. 

Dearly beloved in Christ, 
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Women’s Sunday 
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Bible Portions 

May 3 

4th Sunday after 
Easter  

Believing in Christ: The Resurrection  

Old Testament II Kings 4: 27 - 37  English Service 

Psalm 90 Read by 

Epistle Acts 26: 12 - 23  Abraham P George & Family  

Gospel John 11: 17 - 28    

May 10 

5th Sunday after 
Easter  

Church  

Anniversary 

Christ’s Invitation to be an Expression of Mission  

Old Testament Ezekiel 34: 25 - 31  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 47 Read by 

Epistle I Peter 2: 1 - 10  Women's Fellowship  

Gospel John 20: 19 - 23   

May 17 

6th Sunday after 
Easter  

Waiting upon the Holy Spirit  

Old Testament Isaiah 40: 25 - 31  English Service 

Psalm 51 Read by 

Epistle Acts 1: 1 - 11  Regi Koshy & Family  

Gospel Luke 24: 44 - 49   

May 24 

Pentecost  

Come Holy Spirit Renew us  

Old Testament Ezekiel 37: 1 - 14  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 104: 24 - 35  Read by 

Epistle Acts 2: 1 - 13  Ajoy Lional & Rinu John Mathew  

Gospel John 16: 1 - 11   

May 31  

Trinity Sunday  

We Worship the Triune God  

Old Testament Genesis 1: 1 - 28  English Service 

Psalm 2 Read by 

Epistle II Corinthians 13: 11 - 14  Youth Members  

Gospel   John 1: 1 - 18  
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Convention 

Annual Gospel Convention 

Our Church Annual Gospel Convention will be held on June 12, 13 and 14  (Friday to Sunday).  

Mr. Anson Thomas from Mumbai will be preaching the  Word of God.  

  Anson Thomas, aged 48 years, is an ex- Officer from Cus-
toms , Mumbai. He served for 20 years in the Indian Customs and took 
voluntary retirement. He has been doing full time ministry since then.  

  For the past 23 years, Anson has been involved in the work of 
uplifting the children and women from the Red Light areas of India.  CNN 
awarded the Real Heroes Award for Women Empowerment to Anson 
Thomas in 2009 for rescuing over 650 girls from the Red light areas of 
India. The entire amount of the award money that he received was given 
to a lady who he had rescued in 1996. Anson, through his persistent ef-
forts has got many brothel keepers convicted and brothels sealed. Due to 
this, Anson and his family have gone through a lot of threats and allega-
tions from the brothel keepers and vested interests. 

Anson is married to Rachel and has two daughters: Rebecca and Ruth. Anson hails from Thonniayama-
la, Pathanamitta district of Kerala, but is born and brought up in Mumbai. Anson has a post graduate 
degree in Commerce. He is a member of St. Thomas MarThoma church, Santacruz, Mumbai. 

Anson is not just limited to his own church, but has worked for social issues along with the catholic, CSI, 
orthodox and other churches. He was instrumental in starting Navjeevan Centre, the Marthoma church 
rehabilitation project for the children from the Red light areas of Mumbai   

Anson has started Sports Mission which is the only business enterprise in the world to end slavery. 
Sports Mission uses its resources to stop human trafficking and other social causes. Sports Mission 
products like calendars, T-shirts, pins, stickers, badges are sold to create awareness among people to 
stop human trafficking  and to proclaim that “Women are “not for sale”.    
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Fasting Prayer 

Monthly fasting prayer will be held on Saturday, May 2 at 10.00 AM. All are invited. 

General Body meeting 

There will be an emergency General Body meeting on Sunday, May 3 immediately after the service. All 
members are requested to attend. 

Donation of chairs 

The church has received a donation of 15 chairs from Mr. Sanju Cherian for those who are in need of 
extra chairs to conduct cottage prayers. If you are in need of the chairs, please contact Achen, sign in 
the register, and it is your responsibility to pick up and return them after your cottage prayer.  

Cottage Prayer 

Cottage Prayer for GILEAD Group will be held on Saturday, May 2 at the residence of Mr. & Mrs. Jacob 
Cherian at 6.30 PM. All area members are invited. 

Cottage Prayer for SHALOM Group will be held on May 9, Saturday at Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Mathai's resi-
dence at 6.00 PM . All area members are invited.  

Cottage Prayer for JORDAN Group will be held on May 16, Saturday at the residence of Mr. & Mrs. Su-
deep Oommen at 6.30 PM.  All area members are invited. 

Church 29th Anniversary. 

We will be celebrating the 29th Anniversary of our Church on Sunday, May 10. Almighty God has been 
so good to us all through these years. All are invited for this Sunday's special service. 

Spring Cleaning at the church 

We are conducting spring cleaning at the Church on May 23, Saturday starting at 10.00 am. Those who 
can spare some time for cleaning the church and outside, please plan to attend. Your co-operation will 
be greatly appreciated. Lunch will be provided. 

Prayer--At the Feet of Jesus 

We are holding the Prayer fellowship- "At the Feet of Jesus",on Friday, May 29 from 7.00 pm to mid-
night. We are inviting everyone for this prayer meeting to spend some time with our Almighty God and in 
this fellowship. You can come any time between 7.00 pm and midnight, and spend at least 15 minutes 
in prayer. 

Youth members leading the service on May 31. 

Holy Communion service on May 31 will be lead by our Youth Fellowship members.  

Church News 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

09 Joy & Ann Abraham 

10 Thomas Mathai & Nisha Thomas 

18 Tim Eapen & Ninu Ann Varghese 

23 Shaji Levison Moothedom & Daisy Pothen 

24 P. J Skariah & Annamma Skariah 

26 John Mathew & Sheeba Thomas 

28 Mathew Modayil Kuruvila & Elizabeth Kuruvila 

BIRTHDAYS 

03 Annamma Chacko 23 Zac Santhosh Koshy 

04 Jonathan Koshy 25 Daisy Pothen 

06 Elijah Johnson 27 Jenny Cherian 

07 Smitha Victor Sam 27 Preetha Joseph 

08 Andrew Paul 27 Seethal Thamby 

09 Asha Joy 28 Sam George 

11 Swarup Itty 29 Simi K. Sunny 

18 Rapti Ghosh 30 Ann Abraham 

20 Mini Fredrick 30 Joshva Koshy 

20 Preethamole R 31 Samuel Chacko 

22 Abhilash Raj   

Celebrations 
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Family Night 
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Youth 

Youth Fellowship - April Updates 

Priya Rachel Abraham 

During April, the youth group participated in two blessed events: our monthly youth meeting, and the an-
nual Toronto Community Clean-Up Program. In addition, the Youth members actively participated in the 
Family Night as well.  

Youth Meeting 

This month, we were lucky to receive a message from a guest speaker, Shiv Zacharias. Shiv shared her 
life testimony on how she came to Christ. As we found out, it was one filled with several obstacles that 
many of us have never experienced. She was born into a devout Sikh family, raised with culturally con-
servative values, and thus, faced with many challenges to live up to the strict expectations placed upon 
her. Her struggles almost pushed her to the point of suicide, and she felt that by showing the physical 
scars of her emotional pain, she would somehow be able to turn her life around from being seen as a 
‘complete failure’. After jumping out of a second-storey window, she asked herself a deep question: 
“Why would God place me in these circumstances?” This question led her to pursue her studies into var-
ious religions and their teachings, such as Hinduism, Islam, Jainism and Buddhism – but she avoided 
Christianity initially. However, one of her close friends encouraged her to explore the Christian perspec-
tive of God, and brought her a Bible, and told her to attend the Christian Fellowship that she was also 
attending. With lack of enthusiasm, she decided to attend the meeting where she heard the guest speak-
er express the idea of grace – grace that is given without merit, and given out of pure love. This idea of 
God’s grace, salvation and forgiveness is what drew her to Christianity, particularly the idea that this un-
merited favour equated to perfect love. Understandably, as she pursued her conversion in to Christianity 
from Sikhism, her family had to go through many struggles to accept the choice she had made and the 
new person she had become. However, with time God was able to heal many of these wounds. Her in-
spirational testimonial provided a unique perspective into what many converted Christians may face. 
One of the ideas she left with us that has remained in my mind was a thought by Bobby Conway who 
wrote a book called “The Fifth Gospel”. The concept is that there are 5 Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John…and the Christian – but most people have never read the first 4. This encourages us to actually 
live out the message of God’s love, and that we can be bringing others to the one, true God, not only 
through our words, but through our simple actions of how we live. Shiv's experiences could be directly 
linked back to the Youth Mission – Believe in Jesus Christ, grow in relationship with Him. Learn to serve 
and go share Christ to the world. 

After Shiv’s testimony, we spent a significant time praying for our prayer requests, as well as world con-
cerns. We also allocated time to establish prayer partners within the youth in order to pray for each oth-
er, particularly during our daily prayers.  

Toronto Community Clean-Up Program 

Continuing from last year, our youth decided to partake in the annual Toronto Community Clean-Up Pro-
gram. We helped to clean-up and rehabilitate the Princess Margaret Park (the park that is right beside 
our church grounds). Several youth members participated by picking up litter, sorting recyclables, and 
disposing of the litter. After we completed the park, we were able to clean up parts of our church proper-
ty as well. After all that hard work, we were graciously given a delicious BBQ meal. Working for a Clean 
and Green environment is one of the goals of the CSI Madhya Kerala Diocese, and was a great oppor-
tunity for our youth to actively be good stewards of the earth that God has entrusted to us. 
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Youth 

Family Night 

The youth actively participated in the Family Night held on Friday April 10. It was a fun filled and relaxed 
evening, primarily aimed at welcoming the Newcomer families into the Church fold. Joshua Moothedom 
and Rini Jacob were the MCs for the evening and they did an amazing job to keep the mood lively. The 
youth members performed a Mollywood Remix with the old classic – “Aiyappante Amma Neiyappam 
Chuttu” in four parts harmony. We also introduced the Youth Band and sang few praise and worship 
songs. The youth contributed immensely to make the evening fun filled and relaxing. It was a great suc-
cess. 

This month was another great blessing that God has given us, and as we continue to grow in His love 
through upcoming activities, we ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers. 

 

From the Youth Director 

Sanju Cherian  

This month, Priya Abraham, our senior Youth member received an Award of Distinction from the Peel 
District School Board for her invaluable contribution to the field of education. The Youth members were 
very excited for Priya in achieving this honourable Distinction. On behalf of the Youth Fellowship, I would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate Priya on her incredible achievement. May God bless all our 
youth members to achieve greater heights on both their academic and personal fronts. 
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