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Editorial ….. 

July 2014 turned out to be a month of catastrophic extravaganza. 

Wild fires, typhoons, tornadoes, plane crashes, deadly diseases, wars 

– all have elevated the sorrows and throes of humanity. As we con-

front these end time realities, we often plunge into endless woes, and 

thirst for being comforted, in vain. Matthew 28:20 is a ray of hope to 

all Christians. ‘And surely, I’m with you always, to the very end of the 

age.’ Through the Great Commission, Jesus grants each one of us 

comfort, promise and power. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit is a great comfort during hard times of 

personal or global trials, hardships and loss. When nothing can 

change the state of misery, the ever consoling presence of our Lord 

gives us the courage to move on. The Prince of Peace fills our hearts 

with the peace that passeth all human understanding. Moreover, 

these words have been spoken by Jesus Christ, the Word of God that 

became flesh; so it’s an explicit promise that will stand through all ag-

es – a guarantee that we can bank on. ‘Heaven and earth shall pass 

away, but my words shall not pass away.’ (Matthew 24:35) This 

blessed assurance strengthens the inner self and empowers us to 

face any challenge. The clear understanding of His authority, being 

the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, will help us to lead a powerful 

Christian life. Romans 8:31 says, ‘if God is for us, who can be against 

us?’ 

It is true that every person, at times, goes through some difficult situa-

tions. The assurance of the abiding presence of Jesus shall help us to 

live boldly amidst chaos. But we should be able to rise in faith to feel 

the presence of the fourth person in the burning, fierce fire of Nebu-

chadnezzar. Do you see the one walking beside thee?.....  

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 

Hey, who walks beside thee?  
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Achen’s Message 

Dearly Beloved in Christ, 

Happy to greet you all in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ!  

August is a pertinent month for those who are native Indians. It is the time we remember the freedom 

struggle and the independence we achieved through the martyrdom of many great patriots, and the Sat-

yagraha of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of our Nation. Great prices were paid for the procurement of in-

dependence. It was a herculean task to gather the strength of all nation lovers, and move against a force 

which compelled us to be in slavery. But at this time, there remains a question. Have we utilized that free-

dom with a sense of responsibility? Freedom always follows responsibility. Freedom is not for living the 

way we want, but there are rules and regulations to be followed.  

We read in the Scripture that “if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36 NRSV). So 

Christians are the followers of Christ, who are set free by Him. That does not mean we can proceed in 

our own ways and wishes. As Christians, we have to implicitly obey the one who has set us free by His 

grace. The famous hymn “Simply trusting everyday …” holds good for us in our walk. Let us be diligent in 

using our freedom. Let us be responsible for our faith journey. May the good Lord strengthen us to keep 

His ways in our lives. 

Mr. Varghese Jacob Pulimoottil, who was a member of our congregation, was called to eternal home by 

our Master on July 15th, 2014. He was a visionary who had a foresight regarding the life of a faith commu-

nity. Even amidst his struggles, he was eager to worship God. The congregation conveys heartfelt condo-

lences to the bereaved family members.   

Our annual church picnic is on August 2nd. All members are invited to join this venture as this will be a 

time to re-strengthen our fellowship and relations. Also this will be a time to relax ourselves from the nor-

mal stress of our routine work.  

Our Church will witness the Annual Gospel Convention from 15 th to 17th of August. Dr. P. G. Vargis, the 

founder of Indian Evangelical Team, will bring us the Word of God. Let us pray for God ’s blessings upon 

the meetings. I urge every member of our Congregation, including little children who can speak words 

vividly, to pray for the convention every day from 8.00 pm to 8.10 pm from 1st to 16th of August, wherever 

we are. Let us be serious with the Word of God and be attentive to our Lord for our spiritual renewal and 

growth. Let us prepare our hearts for the Convention.   

The Vacation Bible School will be held from 22nd to 24th of August. The theme will be “Where kids discov-

er God’s Love”. It is the sincere wish of all of us that our kids will certainly discover the love of God during 

these days and will continue to live in that love, which is self-sacrificial. As many are preparing them-

selves as leaders, teachers, volunteers, facilitators and so on, let us sincerely carry VBS in our prayers. 

May the Almighty lead us, guide us and bless our generations. 

May the name of our Lord be glorified as we move on in our journey as a Faith Community. May the good 

Lord guide us and bless us in all our endeavors as we strive for His kingdom.   

Prayers and regards, 

Siby Achen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Special 
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August 03 
 

8th Sunday     
After Pentecost 

I must decrease   

Old Testament 1 Chronicles 29: 13 - 18 English Service 

Psalm 32 Read by 

Epistle 1 Peter 5: 5 - 11  Youth Members  

Gospel John 3: 22 - 30   

August 10 
 

9th Sunday     
After Pentecost 

Marriage: Celebration of Covenant  

Old Testament Genesis 2: 18 - 25  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 127 Read by 

Epistle Hebrews 13: 1 - 6  Mr. Joseph Thomas & family 

Gospel Matthew 19: 3 - 6   

August 17 
 

10th Sunday     
After Pentecost 

Sacrament of Baptism  

Old Testament Exodus 14: 15 - 31  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 105: 37 - 45 Read by 

Epistle Titus 3: 3 - 8  Mr. Christy Abraham & family 

Gospel John 3: 1 - 8   

August 24 
 
 

VBS Sunday 

Where Kids Discover God’s Love 

Old Testament 2 Kings 5: 1 - 15 English Service 

Psalm 119: 9 - 16 Read by 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 13: 1 - 7 VBS Students 

Gospel Matthew 9: 18 - 26  

Christian Presence in a Multi-faith Society 

August 31  
 

12th Sunday     
After Pentecost 

Old Testament Daniel 1: 1 - 21  English Service 

Psalm 67 Read by 

Epistle Acts 10: 9 - 16  Youth Members  

Gospel Matthew 13: 31 - 33   

Bible Portions 



6 http://csichurchtoronto.org  

 

VBS 
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Fasting Prayer 

Monthly fasting prayer has been moved to September due to our church picnic. 

Church Annual Picnic, Saturday, August 2 

Our Church Annual Picnic will be held on August 2nd at the Albion Conservation park on 16500 HWY 50, 

Palgrave. Our Picnic site is Location LAKEVIEW 1. Please refer July PILGRIM for more details. The En-

tertainment Committee is arranging sports, games, swimming and lots of food at the Park. 

As usual, the picnic fee is $25.00 per family and $15.00 per single. The admission fee at the Park for 

adults aged 15 and above is $6.50, and for seniors aged 60 and above is $5.50. Admission for Albion 

Hills Splash Pad and Pool is $3.75 for all aged 2 and up. All are invited for a fun filled day and fellowship 

at the park. 

August 9th - Memorial/ Thanksgiving Prayer meeting at the Church 

A Memorial/ Thanksgiving Prayer meeting of late Mr. Varghese Jacob (Raju) has been arranged on Sat-

urday, August 9 at 5 PM at  the church. Raju's family is inviting all our members for the prayer meeting. 

Annual Gospel Convention - August  15 to 17  

Our Church Gospel Convention will be held from Friday, August 15 to Sunday, August 17. A leading 

Evangelist Dr. P.G. Vargis will be leading the convention. On Friday, the convention starts at 7:30 PM, on 

Saturday at 7:00 PM and on Sunday during the worship service. You are all invited. Come and hear the 

Word of God. Spend some time with us to sing songs of praises, worship and prayer in the fellowship of 

God’s people. Leave spiritually fulfilled and refreshed! Please come prayerfully with your friends and rela-

tives. Our Choir will be leading the singing. An offertory will be taken during the convention. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) - August 22 to 24 

The Vacation Bible School of our church will be held from August 22 to August 24. The Sunday school is 

organizing the VBS. Parents are requested to send their children for the VBS. Sunday, August 24 will be 

observed as VBS Sunday. More VBS news on page 6. For more details, please contact Mrs. Elizabeth 

Verghis. 

Called to Eternal Home 

Mr. VARGHESE JACOB (Raju) was called to his Eternal Home at 12.30 AM on July 15, 2014. He was 

one of the founding members of our Church. Our Church has lost a great, loving member.  

Funeral service was held on July 19, 2014 at Ogden Funeral Home Chapel, and the burial was held at St 

Margaret in the Pines - Anglican Church Cemetery in Scarborough. Thanks to the Whole Church family 

for your presence and support during the visitation, funeral and burial. 

Please continue to remember Mrs. Aleyamma Jacob (Kunjumol), Toby, Siby, Ancy, Noah, Maya and all 

bereaved family members here and in Kerala in your prayers.  

Matins Service - August 31 

Youth members will be leading the service. 

Church News 
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Celebrations 

BIRTHDAYS 

01 Michael Gajraj 15 Saurabh Itty 

03 Suby Mathews 15 Jinoj Titus 

07 Jacob M. Chemparathimoottil 18 Nibu Varguise 

07 Trisha Cherian 24 Sheena Koshy 

08 Jonathan J. Verghis 27 Susan George (Kochamma) 

09 Benjamin Chacko 28 Mathew Joseph 

09 Annamma Skariah 29 Jophy Philip 

ANNIVERSARIES 

08 P. Mathew Verghis & Elizabeth Verghis 

18 Jacob Cherian & Biby Esther Abraham 
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Special 

My First CSI Conference Experience 
Abraham Chacko 

On Thursday morning of July 3rd, our family drove to Lancaster, Pennsylvania for the CSI Youth and 

Family Conference of North America. We reached around 4 PM, and were just in time for registration. 

After this was the opening ceremony. The Bishop and many Achens were present 

On Friday morning, we had classes like Sunday school, and I met many children. Some of them were 

Shawn Shaji, Matt, and Shayne. We learned songs and Bible lessons.  

The theme for the Conference was ‘Jesus the cornerstone’. We made crafts like marshmallow walls, 

shields, and I played in the swimming pool with my friends. We also played basketball and volleyball.  

Friday night was the talent show and all the kids joined in an action song – "The Wise Man Built His 

House Upon the Rock"  

Saturday morning, we had more fun sessions, and we painted a huge poster. Then we had to leave as 

we had to go to New Jersey. We came back to Toronto on Sunday evening and I thank God for a safe 

trip. I am happy I made a lot of friends. I hope more children from our church can go next year. It will be a 

lot of fun!  

Abraham Chacko (Abe) at the CSI Youth and Family Conference of North America 
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Tribute 

 Mr. Varghese Jacob (Raju) was a strong pillar to CSI Church, Toronto, which was established in 

1986. Raju served our church as the Vice President, Secretary Trustee, CSI North American Council 

Member and in many other positions. We remember with gratitude the numerous hours Raju spent to 

put together our church constitution. His general knowledge was admirable. He always came to the 

meetings well prepared. His ambition was to have a solid foundation for the church in order to avoid 

future issues. He also worked to get the church charity registration. He was determined to finish both as 

effectively as possible to the best of his abilities. He was very instrumental in the creation of the CSI 

Church, Toronto. 

 Raju was very clear in his mind how to move forward as a church. In one of the committee meet-

ings in 1986, he presented the idea of buying some land for the future construction of a church building 

in Brampton. Though many of us had doubts, he assured us that the church will go forward with help of 

our prayers. Thank God for his vision; after 28 years, CSI Church, Toronto is still going forward strong. 

During the initial stages of the church we had invited Achens from the United States. However, Raju 

was very particular that we followed the CSI liturgy. He was one of the members who brought the im-

portance of choir gowns and the procession on Sunday services.  The CROSS we use in the Church 

every Sunday was donated by Raju and family many years ago. Raju was very faithful to CSI Church, 

Toronto and the Diocese of Madhya Kerala until the end. 

 Raju was a man of great integrity. He was humble, patient, loving and had a gentle personality. 

There was a pleasant smile on his face and a calm demeanor. He was always a reminder of a person 

MARCH 21, 1941 -  JULY 15, 2014 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
(2 TIMOTHY 4:7) 



 http://csichurchtoronto.org 11 

 

Tribute 

being content and dedicated to God. He was a living testimony of God’s grace and love. Our prayers 

and good wishes were always with him while he was going through the difficult times in his life after the 

clipping of vein due to aneurysm, followed by a stroke. In spite of Raju’s health problems, he used to 

come to church regularly. He was so interested in the church activities and used to ask who was hold-

ing positions in the church committee. Raju also loved to spend time with our younger generation and 

small children. He always greeted the people with a great smile. It was always good to see Raju in the 

Church. How privileged we all are to have known such a great man of Jesus Christ and to commemo-

rate him. 

 Raju loved music. Whenever there was a prayer meeting or house to house caroling at their 

house, his repeated requests were to sing more songs. His life is a great example of how God sustains 

us in our everyday trials and difficulties. Let us thank God for giving Raju the opportunity to enjoy the 

grand children, Noah and Maya. God had showered Raju with the divine peace and comfort.  It was a 

blessed time when Raju prayed during the last cottage prayer held at their house.      

 Throughout his life, he worked very hard to take good care of his family. C.S. Lewis, a great 

Christian author, once said, “Getting over a painful experience is much like crossing monkey bars. You 

have to let go at some point in order to move forward.”  Raju's greatest strength was his ability to over-

come and move forward. He had to let go of so much and move forward with his faith in God. And in the 

midst of all this adversity, Raju remained a loving husband to Kunjumol, a great father to Toby, Siby 

and Ancy, a caring grandfather to Noah and Maya, and a great friend to all of us. The way Kunjumol 

took care of Raju for the last 20 years is indeed commendable. She has been his strength all along. He 

is in a better place now and leaves behind a rich legacy – the legacy of his family. As 1 Thessalonians 

4:13-18 says, “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.” As this verse states, we 

are all confident that we will be reunited with him again with Christ. Let us keep that hope in order to 

encourage each other and support one another during this time and until that day where we meet 

again. 

 CSI Church, Toronto has lost a beloved, founding member. Raju’s loyalty and dedication to the 

CSI Church, Toronto will never be forgotten.  

 The CSI Church, Toronto family expresses heartfelt condolences to Kunjumol, Toby, Siby, Ancy, 

Noah, Maya and all the extended family.  May he rest in peace. 

 

 (Compiled from the eulogies presented by Mr. Christy Abraham, Mrs. Elizabeth Mathai, Mrs. Susan Joseph 

and Mr. Samuel Chacko at the visitation and funeral service of Mr. Varghese Jacob.)  
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