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Editorial ….. 

Christian or non-Christian? 

Have you ever been exposed to the question, ‘Are you a Christian?’ 

As we live at a time when values don’t make much sense, this ques-

tion may have two dimensions. It may be either to affirm the true 

Christian spirit in us or to confirm the fact that our actions don’t reflect 

the true spirit. However, it is obligatory on the part of a follower to re-

flect the leader, especially in showing mercy and forgiveness. The 

effect of this attitude of Christ in our lives has long lasting implica-

tions. 

‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Should-

n’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on 

you?’ (Matt 18: 32 – 33) 

We have a merciful and loving God who cancels our debts. For-

giveness is in fact a divine virtue. But it can transcend the human na-

ture in us into that divine nature, making us true Christians. We can 

achieve this state if we inherit the qualities of God, and become par-

takers of the divine purpose. As we have been forgiven, we need to 

show the same love and mercy to others. If we consider this a hard 

task, it is only appropriate to reflect how hard it would be for God to 

forgive the multitude of our sins. 

Jesus, through the parable of the unmerciful servant talks about the 

number of times we need to forgive others. Seventy times seven, as 

revealed, is just a concrete number that stands for infinity. If not, we 

would never have been reconciled with God. The moment we pray for 

remission of sins, we receive pardon. How much more should we 

raise ourselves to reflect the goodness of our Father in heaven! 

We may all have some locked out areas in our lives. But the resur-

rected Lord shall give us the power to escalate from our low estate to 

that of a child of God. The power that opened up the grave and 

mocked death, should open the graves in our lives, and awaken the 

goodness that we’ve received from Him at the time of creation. That 

will really help us to forgive one another as we’ve been forgiven. Let 

the Christ like attitude permeate in our hearts and bring in His king-

dom. 

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 
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Achen’s Message 

Greetings to all in the precious name of our Resurrected Lord! 

I am much delighted to address the CSI Congregation of Toronto though I am physically away. In a 

sense, this is unique that the message reaches the receiving end before the messenger. I am grateful to 

the Vice-President, Mr. Daniel Thomas for giving me this rare privilege of addressing you from India.  

As we celebrate the life of our Lord through the Almanac, we are in the ‘post-Easter’ season. Here we are 

to ponder upon the ‘unglamorous appearances’ of our Risen Master. We see the disciples as a perplexed 

and fearful lot, unable to comprehend the message of the Messiah. But the compassionate Master en-

tered their life circumstances, offering them the heavenly peace and audacity. The master expected them 

to move forward and do the ministry entrusted to them. Having prepared the disciples, our Lord entered 

the realm of His Father (John 14:15-30) by Ascension. Mark and Luke take special interest in narrating 

the Ascension, whereas Matthew and John deal with the commission to the disciples and the confirma-

tion of Peter, respectively. The calling for the followers of Jesus is to carry out the work of Him who called 

us. Though we are promised strength and fearlessness, we may have to face hardships and difficulties in 

our earthly sojourn. God has not guaranteed us a trouble-free life. But the promises of the Advocate (Holy 

Spirit), Peace (John 14), and the presence of Jesus till the end of the age (Matthew 28) should enable 

each one of us for a more fruitful and meaningful life. When we go through the history of the life of early 

disciples and early church, the fearful lot was strengthened for a greater cause. So let us with delight and 

obedience, carry our crosses for our Master, and make His name known to the ends of the earth as far as 

we could.  

Due to the additional medical examinations, and the delay in getting the results and the VISA, I may have 

to wait a little more to join you. But I am happy to share the fact that we are in constant touch with you 

through the website. Faces have become more familiar. 

 I take this time to express my sincere gratitude to our Bishop Rt. Rev. Thomas K Oommen Thirumeni, for 

giving me the tenure to serve the faithful at Toronto. Also I am pleased to learn that I will be under the 

supervision of the Saffragan Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Toronto, Rt. Rev. Philip M Poole. I am 

indebted to Rev. Shaji M Johnson Achen and Kochamma, Mr. Daniel Thomas and Mr. Christy Abraham 

for enabling us to get prepared for our overseas assignment. Thank you all, for I know the fact that we 

are carried through in your earnest prayers. Still in humility, let me ask you for more of your prayers.  

My wife Susan, children Maria and Rachel join me in conveying regards to all of you. 

May the Almighty bless you and keep you.  

Yours in His Service    

Rev. George Jacob 
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May 04 
 

2
nd

 Sunday     
After Easter 

 
 
 

Invitation to Christ’s Hospitality 

Old Testament Genesis 18: 1-10 English Service 

Psalm 15 Read by 

Epistle Hebrews 13: 1-8 Mr.  Regi Koshy & family 

Gospel John 21: 1-12  

 
 

May 11 
 

MOTHERS’ DAY 
 
 

Communion with Risen Christ in Daily Life 

Old Testament Exodus 40: 34-38 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 23 Read by 

Epistle Philippians 3: 8-16 Women’s Fellowship Members 

Gospel Luke 24: 13-33  

 
 
 

May 18 
 

CHURCH 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
 
 

Believing in Christ; The Way 

Old Testament Exodus 14: 10-20 English Service 

Psalm 116 Read by 

Epistle Acts 16: 19-34 Mr. Jacob Cherian & family 

Gospel John 14: 1-7  

May 25 
 

5
th
 Sunday     

After Easter 

Mission as Sharing Christ’s Peace 

Old Testament Micah 4: 1-7 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 85 Read by 

Epistle Philippians 4:  4-9 Mr. Abraham P. George & family 

Gospel Luke 24: 36-49  

Bible Portions 
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Celebrations 

BIRTHDAYS 

03 Annamma Chacko 23 Zac Santhosh Koshy 

04 Jonathan Koshy 25 Daisy Pothen 

06 Elijah Johnson 27 Jenny Cherian 

07 Smitha Victor Sam 27 Preetha Joseph 

08 Andrew Paul 27 Seethal Thamby 

11 Swarup Itty 28 Sam George 

20 Mini Fredrick 30 Ann Abraham 

20 Preethamole R. 30 Joshva Koshy 

22 Abhilash Raj 31 Samuel Chacko 

ANNIVERSARIES 

09 Joy & Ann Abraham 

10 Thomas Mathai & Nisha Thomas 

18 Tim Eapen & Ninu Ann Varghese 

20 Gregory Chungath & Tessly Chungath 

23 Shaji Levison Moothedom & Daisy Pothen 

24 P. J Skariah & Annamma Skariah 

26 John Mathew & Sheeba Thomas 

28 Mathew Modayil Kuruvila & Elizabeth Kuruvila 
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Fasting Prayer 

Our monthly fasting prayer will be held on Saturday, May 3 at 10:00 AM at the Church. All  are  invited to 

this special time of meditation and prayer .  

Monthly Youth Fellowship Meeting 

The Youth Fellowship meeting will be held on Saturday, May 3 at 11:00 AM at our Parsonage. All youth 

members are invited. 

Church Anniversary 

We will be observing our Church's 28th Anniversary on Sunday, May 18. All are invited for the special day 

service. 

Spring Clean up at the Church 

We are organising a Spring clean up at the church on Saturday, May 24 at 10:00 AM. All are requested to 

come and help in this Spring clean up.    

Sunday School 

Sunday School classes will be held as usual. Parents are requested to send their children to Sunday 

School. 

Malayala Lokam 

Malayala Lokam classes will start on Sunday, May 4 after the Communion Service. New registrants are 

welcome. To register, please contact Mrs. Mariamma Thomas.  

Thank you and Good Bye 

Dear Shaji Achen and Sangeeth Kochamma, thank you for the dedicated and prayerful service to CSI 

Church, Toronto. Good Bye to you all until we meet again.  

Thanks to all church members for their presence at the farewell meeting. 

Shaji Achen and family left Toronto on Tuesday, April 29. 

 

Church News 
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Malayalalokam 

 

Malayala Lokam Anniversary Celebrations 2014 

Mrs. Mariamma Thomas 

The CSI church, Toronto celebrated the 9th anniversary of Malayala Lokam on Palm Sun-

day, April 13, along with the celebration of the triumphal entry of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

service of worship featured Malayala Lokam students and teachers taking an active part 

including the reading of lessons in Malayalam. It was also a proud moment for us to wit-

ness our graduates, Chris George and Emily Verghis receive their certificates of comple-

tion from Rev. Shaji M Johnson and Mrs. Mariamma Thomas, for it marked the cumulative 

accomplishments of the teachers, students and parents. 

By God’s grace, this year’s anniversary celebration was a great success and a true bless-

ing. As we all know, this was Shaji Achen’s, Sangeeth Kochamma’s, Hanna’s and Hazel’s 

last year with us. Achen and family have been with the Malayala Lokam every step of the 

way, and have given us the utmost love and support. For this, we are truly grateful!  
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Malayalalokam 

 

Our Kerala culture was really showcased in the cultural show that followed the service. We 

had a unique part of our show called “Alum Arangum” which illustrated the diverse communi-

ty of people from Kerala. In addition, three beautiful dances and a wonderful violin piece that 

were performed during the show heralded the essence of Kerala culture. 

After the cultural show, everyone enjoyed the delicious Vegetarian Thali! We raised a total 

amount of $600.00, and all proceeds will be donated to two special needs’ school in Madhya 

Kerala Diocese: Manakkala Higher Secondary School for the partially hearing, Adoor and 

V.H.S.S for the deaf, Tholassery, Thiruvalla. We would like to thank everyone who made this 

year a success! We look forward to the coming year!   
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Achen’s Farewell 

 



 http://csichurchtoronto.org 11 

 

Achen’s Farewell 
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