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Editorial ….. 

Hark, He calls! 

 We’re living as sojourners in this world which is not our own, with 

the full privileges of non-residents. But many people are fooled by the 

lord of this world into believing that lives are temporal, and don’t have 

an eternal flavor. The troubles and cares of this transient world make 

us forget about our ethereal, regal citizenship. Clinging on to the abun-

dant grace showered at the cross of Calvary, some might wake up 

from the folly state and cry, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd. I shall not 

want.’ 

 It is indeed the greatest honor to be found in the company of 

other sheep in the pen. The faith in the Good Shepherd, our owner 

and custodian, will help us boldly say with the Psalmist, ‘Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I’ll fear no evil; for You 

are with me.’ (Ps 23: 4) The Lord Himself has given us the double as-

surance that no one will snatch the sheep away from His Father’s 

hands. But how far do we believe this? 

 A simple test will reveal the harsh reality. Be silent.... listen.... Do 

you hear your name being called? Do you recognize the voice of your 

Savior? Have you ever tried to follow Him? If you don’t hear His voice 

and believe, you are not IN! But if you are in, you can be sure enough  

to encounter the rod and the staff of the Great Shepherd. The rod, ob-

viously, is for correction; whereas, the staff is for comforting, soothing 

and saving. The ‘rod’ factor, according to human standards, might 

pose a problem in our post-modern society. But this becomes a reality 

when we develop an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Once we 

are contented with the reality, it is our great bounden, commissioned 

duty to support one another, and to bring others into our fold. This de-

sire of our Lord should burn in our hearts to attract and invite those 

outside the secure fence. They also should experience the freedom 

and peace which is ours for ever.  

Enjoy sheep tending. 

 

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 
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Dearly beloved in Christ, 

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!  

In May,  the church observes the Pentecost Sunday. The Bible says, ‘After they prayed, the place where 

they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 

boldly. All the believers were one in heart and mind. With great power the apostles continued to testify to 

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all’. (Acts 4: 31, 

33). This text is quite familiar to the readers of the Bible. Peter and John, the disciples of Jesus, and few 

had been engaged in the process of evangelization, by preaching and teaching the word of God. But the 

opposition from Jew’s side was rigorous and the disciples were warned not to preach any more. In spite of 

this, the disciples came together to praise God, and to pray and share the word of God. While they prayed, 

they were all anointed by the power of the divine Spirit, and they started speaking God’s word with cour-

age.  

Today, the church needs the power to take up the missions and ministries entrusted by the Lord.  This 

power can be received only through the Holy Spirit. We, the members of the church, are weak in all as-

pects, and are unable to render the God -given missions as our own. But only the power of the Holy Spirit, 

which brought us through the death and resurrection of Jesus, can make us transformed and brave 

enough to do the missions.  Look at Jesus’ disciples and see their primary shortcomings. Peter lied and 

disowned Jesus! Thomas couldn’t believe his colleagues’ report of Jesus resurrection, and doubted Jesus' 

own words. The Disciples abandoned their master in His hour of pain. Yet, this small group of people 

could turn the world upside down. We are called as a church to make changes in lives of people. It will 

never happen through our words and wisdom, but only through the Holy Spirit who fills us. As disciples 

received the power, let us also achieve it for bringing in radical changes in the lives of the members of the 

church. 

Last month, our church was vibrant with events like our dynamic young couple’s meet up, Malayala Lokam 

anniversary and the sanctified worship service of the Mission Sunday. The efforts of all dear ones dis-

played through the leadership, coordination and contribution in all these occasions are greatly appreci-

ated. 

This month we are celebrating the 27th anniversary of our church and the Anniversary thanksgiving ser-

vice will be held along with the Sunday service on 12th. Alongside the anniversary, we have decided to 

conduct a three-day Bible convention as well.  Rev. C.M. Varghese, a renowned bible preacher will be the 

speaker for this year’s convention. Let me remind you that this is the time for all of us to come together to 

praise and thank God for giving us the privilege of joyful church life for the past 27 years. I request all the 

members of our parish to attend the convention and the thanksgiving service without fail.  

We will observe May 26th as senior citizen’s Sunday. On this special day, we are reminded of the scripture 

mandate “honour your father and mother”. As we observe this Sunday, let us set aside ourselves to be 

loving and available to the aged in our parish and society. Let us acknowledge their rich life of experi-

ences, and listen to them to gain a purposeful life. 

May God bless you all.  
Yours in Christ     
Shajiachen 

Achen’s Message 



4 http://csichurchtoronto.org  

 

Obituary 

It is with deep sorrow I inform you that Bishop Rt. Rev. K. Michael 

John of CSI East Kerala Diocese was called to his eternal home on 

April 27th, 2013 in Kerala.  Thirumeni was in the hospital for some 

time due to illness. With gratitude, I Praise God for his humble ser-

vice rendered to our church from 1994 to 2000. Thirumeni ac-

cepted our request and came here when our church was in an ur-

gent need of pastoral care. During his term, and with his leader-

ship, our church started to grow both spiritually and in membership. 

I could firmly say his leadership was the cornerstone for our growth. 

His amazing memory, love and affection to our members and bibli-

cal knowledge were commendable. During his period as the Vicar, 

we had our first official contact with the Anglican Diocese of To-

ronto which initiated our current relationship with the Diocese. 

On behalf of the Church, I express our heartfelt condolences to Ko-

chamma and all the family members. May the Almighty give them 

the comfort and peace at this difficult time. 

The Executive committee is holding a Thanksgiving and Memorial 

service on Sunday May 5th 2013 after the worship service.  

Christy Abraham 

Rt. Rev.  K. Michael John 

Condolences from CSI Church, Toronto 

We the members of CSI Church Toronto in Canada are deeply grieved on the sad demise of the great 

spiritual leader and our beloved former vicar, Right Reverend Michael John. Thirumeni served CSI 

Church, Toronto for seven years, from November 1993 to September 2000, after his retirement. To fill 

the much needed pastoral position, the church approached Thirumeni to preside over the congregation 

as pastor. Thirumeni agreed and arrived with his wife Alice Kochamma in Toronto on November 6th, 

1993. We are grateful to him for the ministerial headship we received. Under Thirumeni’s leadership, the 

church hosted the Eighth Annual CSI Family and Youth Conference of North America from July 7-10, 

1994 at McMaster University in Hamilton. On all occasions of his pastoral care, we as a church, had wit-

nessed and experienced the warmth and fondness of this great preacher, good pastor and affectionate 

father. He devoted his ministry to reach out to each and everyone in the society, irrespective of denomi-

nation and creed. He also conducted regular confirmation sessions for the youth of our church. His deep 

devotion, preaching skills, religious zeal, and sincere services to the church are well known.(Official 

documents of CSI Church, Toronto) 

Born to a Christian family at Valakom, near Melukavu, in Kottayam district, Thirumeni had his primary 

education in his native place, and his High School and college education at CMS High School and CMS 

College, Kottayam. He graduated from the UC College, Aluva and was appointed as Head Master of the 

CMS English Middle School, Erumapra. He took his theological degree from Bishop’s College, Calcutta. 

He won the proficiency prize in all the three years. He also got Bachelor of Divinity degree from Seram-
(Continued on page 12) 



 http://csichurchtoronto.org 5 

 

 
 

May 05 
 

5th Sunday  after 
Easter 

 
 

Shepherding the people of God 

Old Testament Ezekiel 34: 11 - 16 English Service 

Psalm 23 Read by 

Epistle Hebrews 13: 7 - 21  Dr. Nibu Varguise & family 

Gospel John 10: 7 - 21   

May 12 
 

6th Sunday after 
Easter 

 

Church 27th   

Anniversary 

International Mothers’ Day 

Old Testament 1 Kings 8: 22 - 30  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 84 Read by 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3: 9 - 17  Mr. Suby Mathews & family 

Gospel Mathew 16:13 - 20   

May 19 
 

Pentecost    
Sunday 

 
Senior Citizen’s 

Sunday  

Care of the aged  

Old Testament Genesis: 46: 28, 47: 10 - 12  English Service 

Psalm 71: 1 - 8  Read by 

Epistle 1 Timothy 5: 1 - 10  Senior Citizens  

Gospel Mark 7: 5 - 23   

May 26 

 
1st Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 
 

Trinity Sunday 

Old Testament Genesis 18: 1 - 15  Malayalam Service 

Psalm 48 Read by 

Epistle 1 John 5: 1 - 12  Mr. Christy Abraham & family 

Gospel Mathew 3: 13 - 17   

Bible Portions 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

09 Joy Abraham & Ann Abraham 

10 Thomas Mathai & Nisha Thomas 

18 Tim Eapen & Ninu Ann Varghese 

20 Gregory Chungath & Tessly Chungath 

23 Shaji Levison Moothedom & Daisy Pothen 

24 P. J. Skariah & Annamma Skariah 

26 John Mathew & Sheeba Thomas 

27 Mathew Modayil Kuruvilla & Elizabeth Kuruvilla 

BIRTHDAYS 

03 Annamma Chacko 23 Santhosh Zac Koshy 

04 Jonathan Koshy 25 Daisy Pothen 

06 Elijah Johnson 27 Rev. Shaji M. Johnson 

07 Smitha Victor Sam 27 Jenny Cherian 

08 Andrew Paul 27 Preetha Joseph 

11 Swarup Itty 27 Seethal Thampy 

20 Mini Fredrick 30 Ann Abraham 

20 Preethamole R 30 Joshua Koshy 

22 Abhilash Raj 31 Samuel Chacko 

Celebrations 

 

Bible Quiz … Book of Colossians 

On Sunday June 2nd, a Bible quiz on the book of Colossians will be conducted by the Women’s Fel-

lowship. As done earlier, the whole congregation including the Sunday School, Youth, Men’s and 

Women’s Fellowship are encouraged to participate. 
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Church News 

Gospel Convention and Church Anniversary  

The Church is hosting a Gospel Convention on May 10, 11 and 12 in conjunction with the 27th Anniver-

sary of our church.  A well known convention speaker Rev. C. M. Varghese  from  Marthoma church will 

be our guest speaker.  

I request all our members to come, and hear the word of God. Spend some time with us to sing songs of 

praises, to worship and to pray in the fellowship of God’s people. Leave spiritually fulfilled and refreshed! 

Please come prayerfully with your friends and relatives. Offertory will be taken during the convention. 

Timing:  May 10th  Friday  at 7.30 PM 

     May 11th  Saturday  at 7.00 PM 

             May 12th Sunday during the worship service 

Spring  Cleaning 

Our Men’s Fellowship is undertaking this year’s spring clean up at the church on Saturday, May 4 th. It is 

our responsibility to keep our worship place clean. All our members are requested to come and volunteer 

some of your time in cleaning the church and its surroundings. The Committee has authorized Mr. John 

Mathew to coordinate the event.  Your presence is most appreciated. 

Youth Fellowship Retreat 

Youth Fellowship is conducting a retreat at the Scott Mission Camp on May 24 th and May 25th. All our 

Youth members are requested to attend. For more details please contact Youth fellowship Director Mr. 

Abraham P. George. 

Young Couples Meet up 

The Young Couples’ meet up Retreat was held on April 13 th at the Church from 10 AM to 3 PM. The next 

meeting will be held in June 2013 at Mr. Siby Jacob’s residence. Mr. Tim Eapen and Mrs. Ninu Varghese 

are the coordinators. All Young Couples are requested to attend the next meeting. 

Kerala Christian Ecumenical Fellowship 

Mr. Zac Santhosh Koshy has been elected as the Secretary for the Kerala Christian Ecumenical Fellow-

ship. Congratulations. 

Cottage Prayers 

Cottage Prayer meeting for Jordan group (Brampton area) will be held at 7:00 PM on Friday May 17, at 

Mr. Joy Chemmanoor’s residence. All area members are invited. 

Cottage Prayer meeting for Gilead group (Mississauga, Toronto, Stratford, Milton, London area) will be 

held at Mr. Joseph Thomas’s residence at 6:30 PM on Saturday, May 25. All area members are invited. 

Senior Citizen’s Sunday 

We will be observing May 19th as Senior Citizen’s Sunday. All are invited for this special Sunday 

Obituary 

With deep sorrow we inform the sad demise of Mrs. K.K. Mariamma (85), mother of Mrs. Sheeba Tho-

mas. She was called to her eternal home  on April 9th. Funeral service was held in Kerala. Please re-

member Sheeba, Rajan, Sam and Sarah in your prayers. May God comfort and console all the family 

members. 
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Malayalalokam 

CSI church, Toronto celebrated the 8th anniversary of Malayala Lokam  on April 14, 2013. The students 

and teachers took  an active part in the worship service, including the reading of lessons in Malayalam. 

The celebration at the church basement created nostalgic memories of Kerala. "Sarees, banana leaves, 

elephant miniature, Thooku Villaku, Chellam, Para" were some of the artifacts used to adorn the base-

ment, and this undoubtedly exuded the ambience of a typical, ancient Kerala home.  

Malayala Lokam decided to raise money towards supporting Manakkala Higher Secondary School for the 

partially hearing, Adoor and V.H.S.S for the deaf, Tholassery, Thiruvalla. Vegetarian meals were served 

for $2.00. The menu included Rice, Ghee, Parippu Curry, Pacha Moru, Aviyal, Thoran, Vazhuthananga 

Theeyal, Pickle, Banana Chips and dessert – Yogurt, Banana and Sugar. We could raise $ 750.00. This 

would not have been possible without the generous support of our congregation and our heart-felt thanks 

go out to each one of them. 

Our boys gave a very impressive presentation of  Villu Pattu, composed by our beloved Achen, which 

captivated everyone's heart. This musical recitation traced the journey of CSI church Toronto since its 

inception, the workings of the various fellowships, and the ministry of Malayala Lokam. The pace and dic-

tion of the recital transported the audience to the portals of Keralam. The impeccable dialogue delivery in 

Malayalam was a real treat! In addition, our girls presented a very graceful Christian devotional dance to 

the song Nee Mozhinjal.  The rhythmic group dance embodied a fusion of classical and folk dance. It was 

also the perfect way to show how art could be used for the glory of God.  

Praise God and our thanks to Achen, Kochamma and our church family for everything. 

Malayala Dhinam 
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Youth Retreat 
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Youth 

Report of Youth Bible Study, April 2013 

Nathan Abraham 

                I thank God for blessing the youth with yet another opportunity to come 

together to learn from the Word of God. This month’s youth Bible study was held at 

Sam and Miriam’s home on Saturday, April 6, 2013. The Bible study started with  

opening prayer by Anna Samuel. This was followed by a small game arranged by Ani 

aunty. We were fortunate to have two special guests: Sarah John and Nathaniel 

Chow from Power to Change. Power to Change is a program that helps College and 

University students learn about God. Nathaniel shared his powerful testimony and his struggles in being a 

new Christian. He emphasized the importance of serving one master and living life as a true Christian. 

Afterwards, Mrs. Lalitha Arnold led the concluding part of our ongoing theme, “Knowing God’s Purpose for 

My Life”. She mentioned the importance of waiting for God’s purpose in our lives. She told us that we 

have to be watching, waiting, and willing to let God fulfill His purpose in our lives. She also pointed out 

from the Bible that Abraham had to wait almost 25 years, Moses had to wait 22 years, and Paul had to 

wait 12 years for God’s purpose to be accomplished in their lives. The Bible study ended with closing 

prayer by Akshay Koshy. It was a blessed time for all of us and we look forward to the upcoming retreat at 

the Scott Mission Camp. 
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Youth 

 Youth in Action- Calvert park Youth Clean up       

Jinu Jacob 

Many Youth volunteers from CSI church Toronto joined other community members on April 20 th, 2013 to 

clean up the tranquil Calvert Park located in Brampton. The Volunteer effort was organized by Shaji 

Achen, Shabu Uncle, Mona chechy and Priya chechy. As responsible youth members, we wanted to 

make a difference by demonstrating our dedication to God, through service to the church and our commu-

nity.  

The weather on April 20th did not make it any easier for us, as it was a very chilly spring morning. Even 

though we were freezing from the cold weather, it did not deter our determination to complete the task. 

The youth volunteers grabbed their gloves and other equipment and commenced the cleanup. We made 

interesting discoveries during the cleanup, and kept filling the bags with litter that was found in the park. 

Every volunteer participated to the best of his/her abilities to make this event successful. Once the 

cleanup was completed, the Calvert Park officials rewarded us with gift bags. Later on we had a scrump-

tious barbeque lunch at the parsonage, sponsored by Shabu Uncle. 

This event has been a great experience, as it left us with a sense of accomplishment. We thank our lord 

and saviour Jesus Christ who blessed us with this opportunity. 
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Committee 

pore University and the Master of Theology degree from the Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 

U.S.A (The Light of a Lamp). 

After his ordination in 1953, he was appointed as the missionary of Karappuram Mission in Chertala and 

later as the Secretary of Christian Institute, Alappuzha.  As a pastor, he served the parishes of Ranni, 

Alappuzha, Olassa, Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kottayam, Ascension Church, Kanjikuzhy, CSI Church in Ku-

wait, Mavelikara and CSI Church, Toronto (The Light of a Lamp).  

Thirumeni was elected as the Clergy Secretary of the Madhya Kerala Diocesan Council for three con-

secutive terms (1963-1972) and also served as Secretary of the Diocesan Medical Society and the Sec-

retary of the Board of Pastoral work.  As the Principal of the CN Bible School at Tholassery, he trained 

many young people to be church workers.  Later on many of them were ordained as pastors in the dio-

ceses of South Kerala, Madhya Kerala and East Kerala.  In 1981, he was appointed as the Special Offi-

cer to form the CSI Diocese of East Kerala.  On 5th of January 1984, he was consecrated as the first 

Bishop of East Kerala Diocese.  After returning from Canada, Thirumeni and Kochamma continued their 

retired life at their own beautiful home at Melukavumattom (The Light of a Lamp). 

Thirumeni’s demise is a great loss to the Church of South India as a whole. He was an unquestionable 

and brave soldier of true Christian faith to the very end of his precious life. He was a great shepherd and 

a spiritual leader, who carried the cross and followed his master. We are sure that our Lord is faithful, 

and will reward him for his sincere and dedicated services to the Church. The CSI Church, Toronto fam-

ily would like to express their heartfelt condolences to loving Kochamma and family. We share the grief 

and sorrow and assure the family all our prayers for the days to come. We also thank Almighty God with 

the firm belief that the Good Shepherd has already received this committed pastor of His flock to be with 

Him in heaven, through all eternity.  

(Continued from page 4) 


