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Editorial ….. 

The greatest privilege..... 

God created man in His own image, which made him the crown of all 

created things. Just as a manufacturer would expect his product to 

function flawlessly, the creator who formed man from clay giving His 

very breath of life, also expected man to be blameless. But this glori-

ous creation started behaving differently. The loving father gave the 

law through Moses, thinking man might walk in righteousness. This 

law ruled the nations. It was a tough taskmaster. There was no room 

for compromise. The law posed explicit orders. For e.g., 'Thou shall 

not kill.' The power of the law made people live in fear. Yet, they 

drifted away from God. They could never be justified. 

The heart-broken, desperate, loving father found no other way but to 

sacrifice His only begotten son for the sake of His prodigal children. 

This supreme act of mercy released us from the yoke of law, and 

granted us the greatest inheritance. When Jesus took on Himself all 

the curse on the cross of Calvary, happiness filled the great father- 

'Now, my dear children will be truly mine. They will dwell in my house 

forever.' Man got reconciled through faith. God has been writing the 

law in the hearts of people ever since. 

'So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justi-

fied by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian. So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith.' (Galatians 3: 24 - 26) 

Faith gives us the privilege to call God, Abba Father. But this privilege 

was bestowed at a heavy price. As we enter into the Lenten season, 

it is highly appropriate on our part to be reconciled and experience 

the richness of life in Him. 

God Bless !! 

 

Samuel Anselm Samuel 

Editor 
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Dearly beloved in Christ, 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!  

We're entering into another period of lent in February. Lent is the time of realization and rectification for 

each Christian. We believe that life is a journey with our Lord. As we walk with Jesus towards the cross, 

we need to reflect and realize the sins in our lives, and acquire steps to rectify those sins as quickly as 

possible. All will agree that physical exercise is so essential for a person to have a healthy life. Simi-

larly, as Christians we need to have a bit of spiritual exercise to stimulate our spiritual muscles every 

day. Regular prayer, deep meditation on God’s word with passion, and fasting with a mind-set of denial 

are some of these exercises. These efforts will transcend our lives to the levels of quietness and seren-

ity. That is what God requires from his people. Along with psalmist David (Psalm 51) let us also pray to 

God to fill us with mercy, forgiveness and cleanliness. 

This year also we will have short, Lenten devotional gathering every Wednesday evening at our sanctu-

ary. This will begin with the Ash Wednesday service on 13th and end up with the Maundy Thursday 

service.  I urge all our dear believers to come together for a time of meditation of the word of God. 

I appreciate our youth as they made a boost up start for the activities of 2013. It gives me immense 

pleasure in hearing that they’ve started monthly get together with the objectives of systematic Bible 

study, prayer and fellowship. I thank the parents for giving them generous support and encouragement 

in this regard. The youth Sunday celebration was quite unique in all manners. The enthusiastic leader-

ship and participation of youth on this special Sunday provided hope for the future of the church. 

The retreat arranged by the Women’s Fellowship for its members was a meaningful time of fellowship 

and reflection. I appreciate those who coordinated and participated in it. 

I thank and congratulate our executive committee members as they are productively completing a year 

of dynamic leadership. Being responsible stewards of God and the watchmen of God’s church, they 

have been so sincere to the entrusted tasks. Let me thank God Almighty for having enriched them with 

talents to minister the people of God in unity and fraternity. Also let me appreciate and express my 

thanks to the directors of all our departments for their efforts and contribution in the activities done last 

year.  May God grant you blessings for your wonderful services. 

Our Sunday school is going to get a new time schedule from March. I thank all our Sunday school staff 

and parents as they have nodded to this proposal from the executive committee. I hope this alteration 

will help our Sunday school to allocate substantial time for classes and recreation. I seek the whole 

hearted support and cooperation of all the members of our parish to make our kids grow in spiritual dis-

cipline.  

May God bless you all.  

Yours in His service     

Shajiachen 

Achen’s Message 
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Retreat 

Women’s Fellowship Retreat           

The Women’s Fellowship’s one day retreat was held on Saturday, January 26, 2013 at CSI Church, To-

ronto.  The morning session started with a prayer by Rev. Shaji M. Johnson.  The main topic for the re-

treat was “Women’s relationship with family and Church”. Dr. Rachel Kurian, the guest speaker for the 

morning, spoke on this subject.  Relationship with family and God/Church was clearly explained based on 

Ruth’s life. We were reminded of the importance of staying focused, and making the right choices in our 

life.  We were divided into four groups for discussion on different aspects of the main topic and the sum-

mary was shared with the whole group.  The message was well received and every one actively partici-

pated in the group discussion. 

After lunch, quality time was spent on praise and worship led by Mrs. Shirley Abraham, and prayer and 

intercession led by Mrs. Daisy Mathai.  The remainder of the afternoon was spent on hands on activity of 

cake decoration, demonstrated by Mrs. Sarah Oommen.  It was a blessed day well spent and enjoyed by 

about twenty-five ladies who attended the retreat. 

A special thanks to Dr. Rachel Kurian and Mrs. Sarah Oommen for their leadership in the retreat.  May I 

express my sincere thanks to Achen and Kochamma for their support and guidance, to everyone who pro-

vided food, and also to all those who worked hard and attended the retreat, making it a great success. 

Susan Joseph 
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Bible Portions 

 
 

February 03 
 

4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

The Fall 

Old Testament Genesis 3: 1-7 English Service 

Psalm 32 Read by 

Epistle Romans 5: 12-21  Mr. Regie Koshy & family 

Gospel John 3: 1-16  

February 10 
 

5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Healing Ministry of the people of God 

Old Testament 2 Kings 5: 1-14 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 6 Read by 

Epistle 1Timothy 1: 12-17  Mr. Ajoy Lional & family 

Gospel Mark 7: 31-37   

February 13 

 
Ash Wednesday 

Cross: The Symbol of Self Discipline 

Old Testament Isaiah 9: 17-21 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 43 Read by 

Epistle Galatians 6: 11-18 TBA 

Gospel Mark 10: 32-34  

February 17 
 

6th Sunday before 
Easter  

Materialism and  Spirituality 

Old Testament 1 Kings 21: 1-16 English Service 

Psalm 49: 1-7, 16-20 Read by 

Epistle 1 John 2: 15-17 Mr. Reji Johnson & family 

Gospel Mark 1: 40-45  

Human relationship based on mutual trust & respect 

February 24 
 

5th Sunday before 
Easter 

Old Testament 1 Samuel 18: 1-4, 17-29 Malayalam Service 

Psalm 55 Read by 

Epistle Philemon 8-16 
 Mr. Samuel Anselm Samuel   
                 & family 

Gospel Matthew 5: 43-48  
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ANNIVERSARIES 

02 Sajan Itty & Binu Sajan 

BIRTHDAYS 

02 Shaji Levison Moothedom 19 Mariamma Cherian 

02 Rex P. R 19 Mariamma Thomas 

03 Santhosh Cherian 20 Abraham P. John 

03 P. J. Skariah 20 Rishvi Narayan 

06 Pranoy Narayan 20 Philip Z. Mathai 

07 Sudeep Oommen 23 Jiby Jacob 

12 Aaron Fredrick Simon 24 Savannah Thomas 

15 Rahul John Oommen 25 Jinu Mary Jacob 

16 Thomas C. Joseph 25 Joy Chemmanoor 

16 Binu Sajan 26 Christine E. Joseph 

18 Thomas Mathai 26 Asha Abraham 

18 Rohan Raj   

Celebrations 
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Church News 

Fasting Prayer 

Our Monthly fasting prayer will be held on February 2, 2013, Saturday at 10.00 AM in the church. All are 

invited. 

Youth Bible Study 

Youth Fellowship meeting and Youth Bible Study  will be held at the residence of Mr. Thomas Mathai at 

2:30 PM on Saturday, 2nd February 2013. Ms. Lalitha Arnold will lead the Bible study. All Youth mem-

bers are requested to attend. 

Bible Quiz … Book of Philippians 

On Sunday February 3rd,  a Bible Quiz on the book of Philippians will be conducted by the Women’s Fel-

lowship, after the social hour. As done earlier, the whole congregation including the Sunday School, 

Youth, Men’s and Women’s Fellowships are encouraged to participate. 

Ash Wednesday 

There will be a Holy Communion Service on Ash Wednesday, February 13, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the 

Church. All are invited for this special service. 

Lenten Prayer meeting 

Special Lenten prayer meetings will be held on all Wednesdays starting with the Ash Wednesday Com-

munion Service and ending with the Maundy Thursday Service. There will be prayer meetings at the 

Church from 7:30 PM to 8:30 PM on February 20, February 27, March 6, March 13 and March 20. All 

are invited to come  for a time of prayer and meditation of the word of God. 

Sunday School Examination 

Sunday School 2012-2013 Examination will be held on Sunday, February 3rd. All children are requested 

to come prepared for the exam. 

Sunday School Anniversary & Talent Show 

Sunday School Anniversary will be celebrated on Sunday, February 17 after the social hour. Talent 

Show is an opportunity for children to thank God for all the wonderful talents bestowed upon them. The 

unique talents of our children will be showcased on that day. All are invited to come and encourage the 

kids. 

Malayala Lokam 

Malayala lokam class will be held as usual on all Sundays after the Worship Service. 

Annual General Body Meeting 

Our Church Annual General body meeting will be held on February 24, 2013 Sunday after the Worship 

service. 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Youth Sunday 
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Youth Sunday 

Youth Sunday                 

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in char-

ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.(Timothy 4:12) 

WE can be proud that the YOUTH of CSI Church, Toronto had set an example in the way they served 

Our Lord, through various activities at our Church in the past year. One such event showcasing the en-

thusiasm of our youth was the Youth Sunday, 20 Jan, 2013. Our Youth members handled all the service 

activities of a regular Sunday Service. Youth members started the service with a prayer, sang the choir 

songs for the full service, and conducted all the other aspects of the service, assisting our Achen. Other 

activities like Intercessory prayer and collecting the offertory were examples where our youth involved 

themselves. The Sermon given by our Youth leader Philip C. Mathai, was an apt message which catered 

to both the youth and their parents. 

Considerable efforts and time went in for the preparation. Parents of all our youth were even more enthu-

siastic to make this occasion a successful one. 

Such occasions and activities enable our youth to tap into their potential, and bring out the best in them; 

proving to others and to themselves that they are indeed worthy to be called "Children of God". We as 

parents and elders are happy that we can confidently pass on the mantle into their able hands. 

The light and happiness they bring to their families were brought into our Church too that Sunday morn-

ing. Praise the Lord! 

God Bless you all 

Nibu Varguise 
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Youth 

Youth Bible Study January 2013           

The first Youth meeting and Bible study of the New Year was held at Shabu uncle’s house on Saturday, 

January 5th, 2013. Ms. Lalitha Arnold was our wonderful speaker. The theme of this month’s youth meet-

ing was Different Revelations that God has Sent Us.  We learned that God has been sending His glory to 

us in the form of raindrops, snowflakes, and flowers. We have access to the Word of God and through the 

Word of God all our questions will be answered.  Additionally, we learned that adoration and worship is 

needed in a Christian’s life because God is our creator and He deserves our praise. The key passages 

used for the message were Psalm 19 and Romans 1. The youth meeting was very informative as it ex-

plained a lot about creation and the revelations God has kept on Earth for us. We are all looking forward to 

the next one! 

Emily Verghis 

Youth Bible Study February 2013 
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Cottage Prayer 

Cottage Prayer 

Cottage Prayer for  SHALOM group (Scarborough, Richmond Hill, Markham, Whitby area) will be held at 

5:30 PM on Saturday, February 9 at Mr. Abraham P. George’s residence. All are invited. 

Cottage prayer for  JORDAN group (Brampton area) will be held on February 16 at Mr. Philip Mathai’s 

residence at 6:30 PM. All area members are invited. 

Cottage prayer for GILEAD group (Mississauga, Toronto, Milton, London, Stratford area) will be held on 

Saturday, February 23 at Mr. Christy Abraham’s residence at 6:30 PM.  All area members are invited. 

Obituary & Memorial Prayer 

With deep grief we inform the sad demise of Mr. George K. Abraham (81), father of our member Mrs. Siby  

George. He was called to the eternal home on January 12, 2013. The funeral was held at St. Thomas 

Marthoma Church, Kalamassery, Ernakulam.. Please remember the bereaved family here and in Kerala 

in your prayers. May the God Almighty comfort and console them. 

A memorial prayer will be held at the residence of Mr. Abraham P. George at 5:30 PM on Saturday, 9th 

February. All are requested to attend.  

 

Attributes of God 

Because God is spirit…  I will seek intimate fellowship with Him. 

Because God is all-powerful… He can help me with anything. 

Because God is ever-present… He is always with me. 

Because God knows everything… I will go to Him with all my questions and concerns. 

Because God is sovereign…  I will joyfully submit to His will. 

Because God is holy…   I will devote myself to Him in purity, worship and service. 

Because God is absolute truth… I will believe what He says and live accordingly. 

Because God is righteous…  I will live by His standards. 

Because God is just…   He will treat me fairly. 

Because God is love…   He is unconditionally committed to my well being.  

Because God is merciful…  He forgives me of my sins when I sincerely confess them. 

Because God is faithful…  I will trust Him to always keep His promises. 

Because God never changes… My future is secure and eternal. 

Dr. William R. Bright  

(http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/quotes) 

  

(Continued from page 7) 
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